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A  WORD  TO  PARENTS. 


CLOTHING. 

Each  child  to  be  amply  provided  with  clothing,  plainly 
marked  with  full  name. 

When  preferred,  it  wall  be  supplied,  by  depositing  a  sufficient 
sum  of  money  for  that  purpose,  with  the  Superintendent.  It 
is  inconvenient  to  furnish  bills  of  particulars  for  such  voluntary 
service. 


VISITS. 

There  is  no  objection  to  parents  visiting  the  Institution,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  following  rules  : 

1.  — The  frequency  of  the  visits  to  be  determined  by  the 
Superintendent.  To  some  children  it  does  good,  to  others 
harm. 

2.  — No  sweet-meats,  fruits,  or  money,  to  be  given  to  the 
children.  Deposit  such  with  Matron. 

3.  — They  are  not  to  be  taken  home,  except  by  permission  of 
Superintendent.  As  a  rule,  once  a  year  is  quite  often  enough. 

4.  — Limited  accommodations,  and  a  family  occupied  with 
duties,  make  long  visits  from  parents  or  friends  objectionable. 


A  WORD  TO  VISITORS. 

On  arrival,  visitors  will  ask  for  the  Superintendent,  or  his 
assistant,  either  of  whom  will  receive  them. 

We  are  glad  to  see  our  friends,  except  on  Saturday  and  the 
Sabbath.  The  Superintendent  is  usually  absent  on  Tuesday. 

Cars  leave  corner  of  Market  and  Thirty-first  Streets,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  several  times  daily.  Nearest  stopping  place,  Media. 

On  arrival  at  Media,  passengers  may  be  conveyed  to  and 
from  the  Institution  by  Henderson’s  hack. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  at  3  o’clock  P.M.,  for  general  visiting. 

Communications  addressed  to 

Isaac  N.  Kerlin,  M.D., 

Media ,  Pa. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  the  Contribu¬ 
tors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Training  School  for  Feeble- 
Minded  Children. 

In  presenting  this,  our  Thirteenth  Annual  Report,  your 
Board  of  Directors  recognize  and  acknowledge  the  good¬ 
ness  of  our  Heavenly  Father  in  his  manifestations  of 
mercy  toward  this  Institution,  as  well  as  toward  our  com¬ 
mon  country.  In  small  as  well  as  in  great  doings,  the 
hand  of  God  is  often  manifest;  and  amidst  the  great 
events  He  has  wrought  in  our  nation ;  in  restoring  peace, 
and  with  peace  liberty  and  freedom  to  every  cast  and 
color  of  men,  we  must  not  fail  to  recognize  the  same 
Divine  hand  in  directing  the  prosperity  and  advancement 
of  this  comparatively  small  work  of  training  imbeciles  for 
enjoyment  and  usefulness. 

The  details  of  our  labors  will  appear  more  at  large  in 
the  accompanying  Report  of  the  Superintendent,  Dr. 
Kerlin.  Your  Board  have  visited  the  school  more  fre¬ 
quently,  and  perhaps  have  taken  a  livelier  interest  in 
its  workings  than  heretofore,  and  entire  harmony  and 
oneness  of  aim  and  effort  have  governed  their  counsels. 
The  Superintendent  and  all  the  teachers  and  persons  in 
charge,  have  given  satisfaction. 
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Yet  amidst  our  cheering  prospects  a  cup  of  sorrow  has 
mingled.  The  Superintendent  in  his  Report,  refers  to 
the  decease  of  our  Matron,  Elizabeth  S.  Manning,  a  lady 
we  much  esteemed  alike  for  the  performance  of  her 
duties  as  Matron  and  her  personal  merits.  But  we  have 
to  record  a  more  severe  dispensation  of  Providence  in 
the  removal  of  our  President,  Bishop  Alonzo  Potter,  who 
had  presided  over  this  Board  from  its  organization  in 
1853.  It  would  he  superfluous  in  your  Board  to  dwell 
upon  the  merits  of  this  distinguished  man,  his  character 
is  widely  known  and  appreciated.  And  also,  of  one  of 
our  esteemed  Vice  Presidents,  John  Horton,  who  has, 
during  his  connection  with  this  Institution,  been  most 
active  in  the  discharge  of  all  duties  devolving  on  him  as 
a  member  of  our  Board. 

But  while  the  Institution  is  prosperous  in  its  work  to 
an  extent  fully  equal  to  the  expectations  of  its  founders, 
we  are  compelled  to  advert  to  other  matters  of  a  some¬ 
what  embarrassing  character. 

At  the  time  of  our  last  year’s  Report,  we  were  about 
to  ask  additional  aid  from  the  State  Treasury,  when 
other  benevolent  institutions  were  asking  and  receiving 
increased  appropriations,  but  we  deferred  doing  so,  under 
the  hope  and  expectation  that  prices  of  food  and  other 
necessaries  would  decline ;  in  this  we  were  disappointed, 
and  notwithstanding  the  strictest  economy  has  been 
practiced,  a  small  debt  has  accrued. 

The  State,  of  New  Jersey  has  responded  to  our  re¬ 
quest,  in  adding  to  the  annual  payment  for  each  pupil, 
and  an  advance  has  also  been  made  for  pupils  supported 
at  the  charge  of  their  friends,  so  that  the  deficiency 
arises  from  inadequate  appropriation  for  State  pupils. 
Your  Board  would  therefore,  respectfully  ask  an  ad¬ 
ditional  appropriation  for  each  of  these. 
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The  buildings,  too,  though  substantial  and  compara¬ 
tively  new,  need  some  repairs ;  and  some  small  outlay 
for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  Institution,  is  de¬ 
sirable  ;  your  Board  would  therefore  further  ask  a  special 
appropriation  for  these  purposes. 

In  conclusion,  your  Board  respectfully  invites  the 
Legislature,  the  Corporators,  and  the  Patrons  of  the  In¬ 
stitution,  to  review  briefly  the  organization  in  its  incipi- 
ency  and  progress.  When,  in  1853,  the  work  was  pro¬ 
jected  by  a  few  gentlemen  in  the  office  of  J.  J.  Barclay, 
Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  it  was  deemed  by  very  many  as 
chimerical.  Its  friends,  however,  though  few  were  earnest, 
and  by  untiring  effort,  and  the  aid  of  a  liberal  community, 
and  the  fostering  care  of  the  Legislature,  it  waxed  in 
strength  and  usefulness  until  now. 

A  visit  to  the  Institution  in  its  internal  arrangements, 
its  external  beauty,  and  the  smiling  faces  of  its  one 
hundred  and  fifty  imbeciles,  some  of  whom  were  once 
loathsome  in  habits  and  appearance,  but  now  cleanly  and 
happy,  will  convince  more  forcibly  than  human  language 
can  do,  that  the  enterprise  is  an  entire  success,  and  is 
a  fitting  object  of  attention  for  the  philanthropist  and 
the  Christian. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

JOHN  P.  CBOZER, 
President. 


January  2,  1866. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


Gentelmen  : — 

The  annual  record  of  an  Institution  for  Feeble-minded 
Children,  after  its  organization  and  first  years  of  experi¬ 
mental  growth,  must  present  much  that  is  common  and 
familiar  in  its  details ;  because  uniformity  of  daily  duties 
and  recurrence  of  appointed  plans  and  amusements,  are 
powerful  agencies  in  establishing  good  habits ;  and  habit- 
training  through  long  periods,  is  the  essential  character 
of  our  work. 

But  the  years  do  not  pass  without  leaving  convictions, 
correcting  errors  and  broadening  knowledge.  Our  labor  is 
bearing  its  test,  its  severest  trial  of  years,  in  which  even 
philanthropists  may  become  political  economists,  and  tax¬ 
payers  inspectors. 

We  hold  our  convictions,  and  bear  the  test,  with  faith 
only  more  assured  that  our  work  is  a  righteous  one,  and 
foreseeing  its  perfect  success  in  the  hearty  and  unani¬ 
mous  acknowledgment  of  its  merits. 

When  we  are  faint-hearted,  we  have  but  to  think  of 
the  two  simple  principles  which  underlie  our  efforts — a 
belief  in  the  immortality  of  these  confiding  souls ;  and  a 
belief  that  any  creature  in  human  shape,  is  susceptible 
of  elevation,  however  low  and  dark  the  pit  in  which  he 
slumbers. 

And  then,  there  is  a  more  practical  viewT,  extending 
backward  to  our  first  feeble  efforts  at  Germantown, — “the 
day  of  small  things,” — a  view  full  of  encouragement,  of 
which  a  long  history  might  be  written,  every  page 
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marking,  amidst  doubts  and  misgivings,  the  vigorous 
signs  of  success.  Success,  manifested  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  elevation  of  the  children  themselves  ;  success, 
in  the  known  alleviation  administered  to  families,  and 
the  no  less  certain  protection  to  communities ;  success, 
which  distills  as  the  droppings  from  Heaven,  in  the  soul¬ 
rejoicing  words  of  the  Master,  “  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.” 

The  last  year  has  been  fruitful  with  encouragement. 
No  serious  disease  has  visited  us,  and  but  two  deaths 
have  occurred ;  both  the  result  of  violent  epileptic 
seizures. 

Our  increase  in  numbers  during  the  year  has  been 
most  favorable  to  our  finances,  the  children  admitted 
being  mostly  from  families  able  to  pay  for  their  main¬ 
tenance  ;  while  of  those  discharged,  three  were  from 
Southern  families,  whose  unpaid  support  has  been  a  tax 
upon  the  funds  of  the  Institution  during  the  rebellion. 

The  patients  have  given  us  no  unusual  care ;  are  at¬ 
tached  to  their  newT  home,  and  to  those  who  stand  in  the 
temporary  relation  of  parents,  and  in  most  instances  have 
improved  up  to  the  standard  of  our  hopes. 

I  would  notice  particularly  the  advancement  of  a  group 
of  low-grade  idiot  boys,  many  of  whom  were  quite  averse 
to  labor,  and  some  altogether  unequal  to  its  performance 
from  physical  disability.  Under  the  care  of  two  energetic 
attendants,  they  have  accomplished  a  large  amount  of 
grading,  road-making,  &c.  The  shovel  and  wheel-barrow 
have  developed  their  muscles,  and  awakened  them  from 
their  mental  torpor. 

Our  Industrial  Department  is  not  what  we  hoped,  and 
still  hope,  to  make  it,  partly  in  consequence  of  a  dimin¬ 
ished  demand  for  such  articles  as  can  be  made  by  our  boys. 
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James  and  Bennie  continue  their  supply  of  matresses 
for  the  house,  while  Charlie,  John  II.,  and  Fred,  are 
doing  well  in  the  shoe-shop.  The  first  can  turn  out 
a  good  shoe.  I  must  remark  that  too  much  has  been 
expected  of  our  ability  to  teach  imbeciles  trades.  But 
a  small  percentage  of  our  household  can  be  rationally 
placed  in  a  “shop,”  and  of  these,  a  few  only  can  be 
brought  to  such  a  state  of  thoroughness  and  celerity  as 
to  secure  for  them  in  any  other  home,  their  actual  living. 

The  schools,  under  our  faithful  and  patient  ladies, 
have  made  excellent  progress,  as  have  also,  the  training 
classes,  in  charge  of  attendants  of  marked  perseverance. 

The  grounds  surrounding  the  buildings  are  gradually 
improving  in  appearance,  under  the  labor  put  upon  them 
by  our  attendants  and  boys.  What  might  be  quickly 
advanced  with  paid  labor,  is  surely,  but  slowly  being  done 
with  the  help  at  our  hand — the  gain  is  on  the  side  of 
our  slow  method,  in  the  development  of  industrious  habits 
among  our  boys.  Through  the  liberality  of  two  friends, 
a  large  number  of  shade  trees  have  been  planted,  and 
over  one  hundred  evergreens  remain  for  spring  planting. 

The  vegetable  garden  has  made  larger  returns  than 
ever  before;  two  boys  have  been  usefully  employed  in 
it.  Our  crop  of  grass  and  improved  condition  of  stock, 
are  pleasing  evidences  that  the  farm  land  is  yielding  to 
work,  and  losing  its  natural  sterility.  Money  is  needed 
for  fencing  and  outdiouses,  and  we  hope  that  the  coming 
year  may  justify  outlays  for  these  purposes. 

The  benevolence  of  two  members  of  the  Board,  has 
taken  a  most  practical  and  useful  shape,  in  the  donation 
of  a  piece  of  land  lying  on  the  railroad,  immediately  op¬ 
posite  the  Institution,  on  which  a  substantial  siding  is 
being  made,  which,  when  covered  by  roofing,  will  furnish 
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an  economical  and  convenient  place  for  the  delivery  and 
storage  of  coal  and  merchandize,  obviating  the  long, 
tedious,  and  expensive  hauling,  to  which  we  have  been 
subjected. 

In  view  of  the  fact,  that  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  examine  the  various 
State  Institutions,  failed  to  visit  and  report  upon  this,  it 
will  not  be  deemed  inappropriate  to  give  prominent  and 
welcome  place  to  the  following  testimonials  from  gentle¬ 
men  of  our  State  Legislature,  resident  of  counties  adjoin¬ 
ing,  who  spent  a  day  with  us,  inspecting  the  building 
and  schools. 


West  Chester,  Dec.  29,  1865. 

Isaac  N.  Kerlin,  M.D., 

My  Dear  Sir : — Since  my  visit  to  the  Institution  under  your  care,  on  the 
15th  inst.,  I  have  been  induced  to  believe,  that  justice  to  you,  as  well  as 
the  cause  of  humanity,  to  which  you  have  so  assiduously  devoted  your  life, 
demand  a  brief,  hut  frank  expression  of  the  favorable  impressions  I  re¬ 
ceived  upon  that  occasion. 

Several  years  ago,  the  “Pennsylvania  Training  School  for  Feeble-minded 
Children"  was  established ;  and  from  my  own  observations,  made  on  dif¬ 
ferent  visits  to  the  Institution,  I  am  enabled  to  add  my  own  testimony  to 
that  of  others,  in  favor  of  the  success  of  this  great  work  of  philanthropy 
and  benevolence. 

When  we  remember  what  many  of  these  children  were,  upon  their  en¬ 
trance  into  the  school,  and  see  what  has  been  done  for  them  by  the  mental 
and  physical  training  they  have  received,  we  can  no  longer  refuse  to 
award  to  this  Institution,  all  that  is  claimed  for  it  by  its  most  sanguine 
friends.  I  have  been  sensibly  impressed  with  the  improvement  of  the 
pupils  upon  every  visit,  and  especially  on  the  last.  Some  of  those  who 
were  regarded  as  hopelessly  beyond  the  reach  of  human  effort,  have,  by 
perseverance  and  skill,  been  made  useful  in  the  pursuit  of  some  profitable 
occupation.  The  feeblest  spark  of  intelligence  has,  by  judicious  training, 
been  kindled  into  a  flame,  which  grew  brighter  and  brighter  until  the 
idiotic  child  became  the  useful  man. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  details,  or  make  any  special 
plea  in  behalf  of  this  excellent  Institution.  It  is  one  of  the  most  laudable 
of  our  benevolent  enterprises  :  and  few  can  present  stronger  claims  upon 
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the  beneficence,  or  more  earnestly  invoke  the  confidence  of  a  Christian 
people. 

With  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  continued  success  in  the  prosecution 
of  your  philanthropic  labors,  I  remain 
Most  truly  yours, 

WILMER  WORTHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  30,  1865. 

Isaac  N.  Kerlin,  M.D., 

Snpt.  of  the  Fenna.  Training  School  for  Feehle-minded  Children. 

Dear  Sir : — The  recent  visit  which,  in  company  with  several  of  my 
colleagues  in  the  Legislature,  I  made  to  your  valuable  Institution,  was 
attended  with  so  many  incidents  of  a  pleasing  and  touching  character, 
that  I  feel  like  thanking  you  now,  more  fully  than  I  then  did,  for  the  op¬ 
portunities  of  inquiry  and  information  which  were  afforded  me,  upon  a 
subject  so  melancholy,  yet  so  interesting,  as  the  condition,  dispositions, 
culture  and  improvement  of  the  sadly  afflicted  children  under  your  care. 
I  learned  then,  from  actual  observation,  much  better  than  I  could  have 
known  from  any  amount  of  reading,  what  were  the  manifold  peculiarities 
of  that  unfortunate  class  of  persons,  and  the  necessities  as  to  modes  of  in¬ 
struction  and  treatment  in  their  several  cases ;  and  I  saw,  too,  with  astonish¬ 
ment  and  admiration,  the  evidences  of  education  and  development  which 
they  presented ;  most  surely  attesting  the  patience,  and  kindness,  and 
skillfulness  of  the  teachers  under  whose  guidance  they  had  grown  from 
the  helplessness  of  mental  vacuity  and  darkness,  some  of  them  to  the 
early,  yet  clear  dawn  of  consciousness  and  reason,  and  some  to  the  brighter 
and  more  decided  light  of  an  informed  and  thinking  intelligence.  The 
impressions  which  were  made  upon  me  at  that  time,  were  of  no  transient 
or  superficial  kind,  and  have  been  the  occasion  of  much  subsequent  thought. 
I  have  never  been  more  deeply  affected  than  I  was  by  the  reflection  that 
those  into  whose  intellects  Heaven’s  best  radiance  has  shone  with  but  a 
feeble  and  unsteady  glimmer,  should,  by  the  direction  of  capable  hands, 
and  the  exercise  of  gentle  tempers,  be  raised  out  of  the  low  state  in  which 
they  might  have  lingered  through  many  hopeless  years,  objects  of  pain  to 
all,  lonely  and  useless  and  burdensome  to  the  end  of  their  days  ;  and  be 
made  susceptible  of  rational  enjoyment,  to  appreciate  the  interests  and 
affections  of  kindly  association,  be  taught  the  employment  of  their  faculties 
in  many  serviceable  respects,  and  in  a  great  degree,  be  fitted  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  life’s  active  duties,  or  at  the  least,  to  be  a  comfort,  where  be¬ 
fore  they  were  a  heavy  charge  upon  the  watchfulness  and  anxieties  of 
others. 

Indeed,  from  all  I  saw  at  your  school,  whether  it  was  in  the  tone  and 
manner  of  the  Superintendent  and  teachers  toward  the  children,  or  in  the 


13 

happy  gaiety  and  confidence  of  the  children  themselves,  so  marked  and 
so  necessarily  unassumed  in  such  cases  ;  or  in  the  means  devised  as  well 
for  their  entertainment  as  their  improvement ;  or  in  the  great  and  positive 
results  which  have  been  accomplished,  and  which  were  so  variously  illus¬ 
trated  in  all  the  pleasant  exercises  that  I  heard  and  witnessed — 1  am  sure 
I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  praise  of  your  Institution,  nor  com¬ 
mend  it  too  warmly  to  the  sympathies  and  support  of  every  generous 
heart. 

No  one  can  tell  if  the  night  of  intellect  shall  not  at  some  time  darken 
about  one  or  another  of  the  little  prattlers  of  his  own  household  ;  nor  how 
soon  he  may  need  for  them  the  cherishing  and  tender  ministry,  whose 
beneficial  effects  I  have  so  lately  seen  in  your  establishment.  Nor  can  any 
one  properly  estimate,  without  personal  inspection  and  knowledge,  the 
careful,  pains-taking,  long-persevering  effort  which  must  be  essential  to 
the  success  of  your  noble  design.  It  appeals,  therefore,  most  strongly  to 
the  sensibilities,  while  it  presents  claims  to  the  attention  of  every  one, 
equally  with  and  above  those  of  other  charitable  enterprizes.  It  is  a  sub¬ 
ject  every  way  worthy  of  the  profoundest  consideration  and  most  liberal 
encouragement,  and  should  receive  these  alike  from  the  statesman,  the 
philanthropist  and  the  Christian. 

I  have  written  a  longer  letter  than  I  had  intended,  but  the  very  interest¬ 
ing  nature  of  the  topic,  and  the  high  sense  of  gratification  which  I  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  under  which  I  have  addressed  you,  must  stand  as  some 
apology  for  me  ;  and  in  the  hope  that  at  some  time  I  may  be  permitted 
a  repetition  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  I  enjoyed  your  obliging  invi¬ 
tation.  I  remain,  my  dear  sir, 

Truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  H.  RUDDIMAN. 


Isaac  N.  Kerlin,  M.D., 


Dear  Sir: — The  undersigned,  who  accompanied  Mr.  Iluddiman  in  his 
visit  to  your  valuable  Institution,  beg  leave  to  join  with  him  in  his  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  satisfaction  which  he  experienced  ;  and  we  do  fully  endorse 
all  that  he  has  said  in  regard  to  its  merit  and  value. 

WM.  B.  WADDELL, 
ELWOOD  TYSON, 

J.  T.  THOMAS, 

Jan.  2,  18GG.  EDWARD  G.  LEE, 

JAMES  FREEBORN. 


During  the  year  we  were  called  to  mourn  the  loss  by 
death  of  our  dear  friend  and  valued  Matron,  Miss  Eliza- 
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beth  S.  Manning,  whose  fidelity  to  duty  and  excellencies 
as  a  Christian  lady,  attached  her  closely  to  our  house¬ 
hold,  and  to  parents  of  our  children  to  whom  she  was 
known. 

Having  abundant  reason  to  he  satisfied  with  the  corps 
of  officers,  teachers,  and  attendants  now  in  employ — 
remembering  with  gratefulness  the  more  than  ordinary 
interest  in  our  work,  expressed  by  your  full  meetings, 
as  a  Board,  at  the  Institution,  and  not  forgetful  of  the 
sympathy  and  regard  I  have  received  from  you  person¬ 
ally,  I  look  forward  with  hope,  not  only  to  the  permanent 
well-being  of  our  Institution  on  its  present  basis,  but  to 
its  expansion  into  new  channels  of  good — to  thoughts 
and  deeds  for  the  hundreds  yet  unprovided  for — to  plans 
of  relief  for  many  homes  still  dark  and  sorrowful  with 
the  presence  of  helpless  ones.  The  work  is  of  God,  and 
in  Him  we  trust — to  Him  we  commit  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

ISAAC  N.  KERLIN. 


Institution,  Media, 

January  1, 186G. 
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APPENDIX. 


Number  of  inmates  December  31,  1864,  .  .  141 

“  “  admitted  during  1865,  .  .  30 

“  “  removed,  “  “  .  19 

“  “  on  roll  December  31,  1865,  .  152 

Of  19  removed  there  are 

Deceased,  ......  2 

Discharged  improved,  ....  8 

Discharged  not  improved,  ....  4 

Removed  and  in  remunerative  employ,  .  5 

Our  inmates  are  from  states,  as  follows  : — Mass.  2  ;  New 
York,  1 ;  New  Jersey,  15  ;  Pennsylvania,  112 ;  Dela¬ 
ware,  4  ;  Maryland,  3  ;  District  Columbia,  2 ;  North 
Carolina,  1 ;  South  Carolina,  1 ;  Alabama,  2  ;  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  1 ;  Louisiana,  1 ;  Ohio,  2  ;  Indiana,  2  ;  Illi¬ 
nois,  1 ;  Iowa,  2. 

Number  on  State  Fund,  Pennsylvania,  .  .  .  .80 

From  counties,  as  follows: — Allegheny,  8 ;  Blair,  1 ;  Butler, 

1 ;  Bucks,  2  ;  Columbia,  1 ;  Clinton,  2  ;  Crawford,  7  ; 
Chester,  2;  Dauphin,  1;  Delaware,  5;  Erie,l;  Frank¬ 
lin,  1  ;  Lebanon,  2  ;  Lancaster,  2 ;  Luzerne,  1 ;  Ly¬ 
coming,  3  ;  McKean,  1 ;  Mercer,  1 ;  Montgomery,  3 ; 
Northampton,  1 ;  Philadelphia,  31 ;  Schuylkill,  2  ; 
Susquehanna,  1. 

Number  on  State  Fund  of  New  Jersey,  .  .  .  .13 

Number  on  State  Fund  of  Delaware,  3,  as  follows  : — New 
Castle,  2;  Kent,  1. 

Number  on  City  Fund,  Philadelphia,  .  .  .  .12 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The  “Amusement  Box”  has  given  to  our  children  for  the  year 
ending  December  81,  1865,  $165  19,  which  sum  has  been 
expended  for  various  entertainments,  &c.,  excepting  a 
balance  of  $80  02,  which  is  appropriated  toward  our 
“Christmas  Festival;”  our  thanks  are  due  to  numerous 
friends  and  parents  whose  contributions  for  Christmas  of 

$ - ,  and  boxes  of  cakes  and  confectionery,  enabled  us 

to  make  one  of  the  merriest  days  for  the  children  in  the 
whole  history  of  merry  days.  Every  child  received  a  pre¬ 
sent — of  trilling  or  much  value,  according  to  degree  of 
appreciation ;  an  ample  collation  was  spread ;  Santa 
Claus,  with  hjs  train  of  “  The  Old  Woman  in  the  Shoe;” 
and  a  living  donkey  loaded  with  toys  and  knick-knacks, 
added  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the  day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Henson,  Germantown,  Pa.,  have  our 
thanks  for  two  cases  of  excellent  woolen  hoods. 

Howard  Edwards,  Philadelphia,  Peterson’s  Magazine. 

To  members  of  the  Board,  and  friends,  we  are  indebted  for 
contributions  sufficient  to  purchase  a  fine  Piano  Grande. 
This  stands  in  Music  Hall,  and  is  an  unfailing  source  of 
utility  and  enjoyment  to  our  household. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Gould,  Philadelphia,  for  his 
liberal  discount  on  the  Stack  Piano  furnished. 

To  Mrs.  Dr.  Pennock,  Howellville,  for  a  donation  of  shade  trees, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  rhubarb  and  asparagus  roots. 

To  Abram  Pennock,  Darby,  for  thirty  dollars  worth  of  orna¬ 
mental  shrubbery  and  shade  trees. 

To  Mrs.  Stamford,  of  Bath,  N.  Y.,  for  an  assortment  of  chil¬ 
drens’  hats. 

To  Jacob  Howell,  West  Chester,  Pa.,  for  ten  bushels  of  Mercer 
potatoes. 

To  Jorelle  Kelley,  Institution,  for  one  barrel  of  apples  for 
Christmas. 

To  Samuel  K.  Marshall,  Philadelphia,  for  fruit  at  various 
times. 

To  a  friend,  six  baskets  of  peaches  for  children’s  tables. 


Alexander  Fullerton,  Treasurer ,  in  Account  with  Pennsylvania  Training  School,  &c, 
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DONATIONS  AND  LIFE  SUBSCRIPTIONS  DURING  1865. 


From  Edward  Taylor  Randolph,  . 

M 1 

O 

o 

00 

Dr.  Joshua  W.  Ash,  .... 

30 

00 

Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  .... 

50 

00 

Aaron  W.  Radley,  per  Dr.  Kerlin, 

30 

00 

Charles  Penevyre,  per  Dr.  Parrish, 

5 

00 

Logan,  per  Dr.  Kerlin, 

30 

00 

J.  Humphrey  Mcllvaine,  per  Dr.  Ash,  . 

20 

00 

8265  00 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  person  contributing  thirty  dollars  becomes  a  Life  Mem¬ 
ber  of  our  Corporation,  and  is  entitled  to  receive  a  beautiful 
engraved  certificate,  to  vote  for  Directors  at  the  annual  meetings 
of  Corporators,  which  are  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  January 
in  each  year,  and  to  receive  the  annual  reports,  and  other 
published  documents. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  OR  DEVISE. 

OP  PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 

I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  “  The  Pennsylvania  Training 

School  por  Feeble-minded  Children,”  the  sum  of  — - - 

dollars. 


OP  REAL  ESTATE. 

I  do  give  and  devise  unto  “  The  Pennsylvania  Training 
School  for  Feeble-minded  Children,”  their  successors  and 
assigns  forever,  all  that  certain,  (describe  the  estate,)  with  the 
appurtenances. 
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OBLIGATION, 

TO  BE  SIGNED  BY  A  RESPONSIBLE  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  APPLI¬ 
CANT,  AND  A  SURETY,  WHO  MUST  BE  AN  APPROVED  RESIDENT 
OF  PHILADELPHIA  OR  ITS  VICINITY,  WHEN  IT  IS  POSSIBLE. 

In  consideration  of  being 

admitted  into  “ The  Pennsylvania  Training  School  for  Feeble¬ 
minded  Children we  do  jointly  and  severally  promise  to  pay 
to  the  Superintendent  of  said  Institution,  or  to  his  order, 
quarterly  in  advance,  dollars, 

cents,  for  the  maintenance  of  said  child,  and 
to  provide,  or  pay  for,  such  clothing,  and  other  things,  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  or  proper  for  health  and 

comfort ;  to  remove  when  discharged,  free  of  cost 

to  the  Institution ;  and  if  taken  away  against  the  advice  or 
consent  of  the  Superinteddent,  before  the  expiration  of  the 
quarter,  any  money  that  may  have  been  paid  is  not  to  be  re¬ 
funded. 

Witness  our  hands,  the  day  of  18 

[seal.] 

[seal.] 


OBLIGATION  FOR  THE  SUPPLY  OF  CLOTHING. 

having  been  admitted  on  the 
beneficiary  list  of  “  The  Pennsylvania  Training  School  for 
Feeble-minded  Children ,”  I  do  hereby  agree  to  provide  such 
clothing,  &c.,  as  may  be  required  for  the  comfort  and  advantage 
of  said  ,  and  to  pay  all  bills 

for  clothing,  &c.,  which  may  be  furnished  by  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Institution. 
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